Selma/Dallas County Education Retirees Association
I bring you greetings from Selma/Dallas County Education Retirees Association (SDCERA)
and invite you to join or renew your membership with our group to keep informed about
important matters that concern public education retirees. I am sure that you will enjoy
our meetings; they are informative, interesting, enlightening and entertaining!
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We are going to get started with a bang! SDCERA’s next meeting is on Tuesday October
20, 10 a.m. at Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church Fellowship Hall, 408 Buckeye
Avenue in Selma. The Alabama Department of Public Health will be administering
FREE flu shots and wellness screenings before and during this meeting. Participants
must show a PEEHIP or Southland Insurance card. Also, wear something pink – it’s
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
The more members we have in our organization, the greater impact we will have on
issues that arise. SDCERA’s annual dues are a small investment for the benefits you
receive. Dues are $15 per year for retired educators and $10 per year for those not
receiving a TRS benefit check. Please fill out the form provided on the back of this
invitation and return it with your check to our treasurer.
As you know, changes are on-going in education in Alabama. Some of these changes
impact us as retirees, and we must be actively involved to protect our interests. Our
benefits such as PEEHIP are NOT guaranteed, and we must stay aware of attempts by the
legislature to tax our retirement pension and Social Security. AERA (see below) and
SDCERA are working for our continuous and secure retirement.
If you are interested in enlightening and informative programs designed for retired
educators, good fellowship, and having lots of fun, join us! I look forward to seeing you
on October 20!

Jeanie Walker Ward, President (334-872-1761) (334-505-1617)

“Let us pledge to unite to protect and preserve education retirees’ earned benefits!” Joe Ward

Alabama Education Retirees Association
By Janice J. Charlesworth, Executive Director

828 Washington Ave.
Montgomery, AL 36104

Phone
334-262-4177
800-537-6867
Fax
334-262-6002
Email
info@aerainc.org
Website
www.aerainc.org
“Like” us on
Facebook!

Have you ever wondered if you could
really change? Some folks say you can’t
teach “an old dog new tricks.” Think
back to the days of a one-room school
house. Those teachers could not begin to
imagine what schools would be like today.
However, we all know that it is essential
that modifications be made to coincide
with changes around us. In 2015, AERA
changed its method of communicating
with elected officials. I believe this
quote by Norman Vincent Peale says it all,
“Changing is what people do when they
have no options left.” We need to make
friends with elected officials on the local
level and change our ways of advocating.
Another change in direction for AERA is
the partnership with Government
Relations Specialist Jake McMillan.
He works on behalf of education retirees
while I still serve as Principal Lobbyist.

Jake’s role is to educate and inform
legislators of our concerns.
One thing has not changed and that is
– AERA is still a mighty association
thanks to our members! You are
AERA, and we must work together to
grow our association. Thanks to the
leadership of AERA and our members,
we were successful in stopping SB409
that would have taxed your pension
and Social Security.
However, we must continue to protect
retirees’ benefits and the best way to
do that is by developing a stronger,
larger membership. Joining your local
unit and state association may be new
to many of you - but it is something you
should embrace. We are the only
organization working to protect your
benefits!

Selma/Dallas County Education Retirees Association

Eyeing the Goals

by Joe Ward, AERA President

The landscape in Montgomery has changed. In order to meet the challenges we face, we must change the way we
do things, and the way we respond. Education retirees are very influential in their communities. Our efforts must
be home based and localized. Almost every legislator and state leader grew up and attended schools in Alabama.
You, the members back home, are the key to our success!
As your president, I have set goals for this association including: 1) to make sure that we retain an elected board
for The Retirement Systems of Alabama, 2) to keep the integrity of the retirement reserves so they will remain
secure and strong, 3) that out-of-pocket expenses for PEEHIP do not increase, and 4) that education retirees
receive an occasional funded COLA. These are simple and straight-forward goals that I believe we can achieve.
To be successful we must keep our eyes on our goals and always plan for the future. We also need to continue
growing our membership. As a fellow retiree, I urge you to join AERA and your local unit as they are working for
you. Growth is never by mere chance; it is the result of forces working together. Together we can achieve so much
more! Join me as we unite to achieve our goals!

SDCERA 2015-2016 Schedule
All meetings start at 10 a.m. at Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church
~ unless otherwise noted ~
October 20

FREE flu shots and wellness screenings ~ Must show PEEHIP
or Southland Insurance card. Wear something pink!

November 17 Retired Teachers’ Day; Edgewood Ele. School; Mr. J.J. Peterson Jr., Principal ~
Bring Dolls & Trucks for December Community Service Project.
December

No Meeting-SDCERA Community Service Project: Donation of dolls and trucks
to the Department of Human Resources.

January 19

“Prescriptions, Precautions, and Savings” ~ Eric Roussell, CVS Pharmacist;
PEEHIP ~ Erica Thomas; MedImpact ~ Nicole Marshall

February 16

Black History Month ~ Please dress accordingly. Program: “Wills & Living Wills”

March 15

“AERA Benefits – It Pays to Belong” ~ District 6 Director-Annie Robertson;
Senior Aerobics ~Gladys Powell, Instructor, Vaughan Wellness & Fitness Center

March 29

AERA Annual Meeting, Cahaba Grand Conference Center, Birmingham

April 19

“Investor Education: Fraud Prevention” ~ Dan Lord, AL Securities Commission

May 17

“Legislative Relations-Elder Abuse” ~ Bill Fuller, Attorney;
“Show and Tell” ~ Members’ hobbies and talents

AERA Keeps You Informed If you would like to receive legislative updates and notices regarding other matters
concerning your retirement benefits, send your email address to: info@aerainc.org
Detach here                                       

Selma/Dallas County Education Retirees Association Membership Form
Membership Dues: $15.00 - Associate Dues (Friends of Education): $10.00
Please make check payable to Selma/Dallas County ERA and mail along with this form to:

Jean Cunningham

220 Brook Lane

Selma, AL 36703

Name

Circle Title (Ph.D.) (Mr.) (Mrs.) (Ms.) (Miss)

Address

City

State , Zip

Email

Phone

Cell

Year Retired / School System

Membership (New) (Renewing)

